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Creative Forces Community Engagement 
• 2017-2018: State arts agencies (SAAs) co-hosted nine summits, bringing 

together military and arts communities in the areas near Creative Forces 
clinical sites
• 2018 to 2020: Creative Forces funded ten Community Connections projects 

taking place near existing clinical Creative Forces sites
• 2019: An external evaluator conducted an evaluation of Community 

Connection Projects
• Concurrently conducted literature reviews and convened a working group 

with subject matter experts
• 2021: Launch of the Creative Forces Community Engagement Grant program
• Projected for 2024/2025: Comprehensive evaluation of the grant program to 

include participant outcomes



Results of Early CF Community Engagement 
• Documented the needs of military and veteran populations exposed to 

trauma, and of their families and caregivers
• Identified goals for community arts engagement programming and four 

outcomes for participants
• Produced logic models and measurement frameworks for the grantee 

and national program levels
• Informed grant guidelines development
• Evaluated methodologies and instruments for data collection, to 

include development of a participant outcome survey
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https://www.creativeforcesnrc.arts.gov/our-
impact/clinical-research-findings
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