The Intersection of Public
Health and Social Work For

Preventing Suicide:
Leadership Examples
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Moving From
Medical Models

to Public Health
Approaches




System Theory

Macrosystem
e.g. ideologies, culture,
common beliefs, social
relationships and expectations

Exosystem
e.g. government agencies,
economic systems, social
policies

Mesosystem
e.g. how your family
experience can impact your
participation at school

Microsystem
e.g. Family/friends,
school, workplace
environment, places of
worship, etc.

THE 10 ESSENTIAL

PUBLIC HEALTH
SERVICES

To protect and promote
the health of all people in
all communities

The 10 Essential Public
Health Services provide a
framework for public health
to protect and promote the
health of all people in all
communities. To achieve
optimal health for all, the
Essential Public Health
Services actively promote
policies, systems, and
services that enable good
health and seek to remove
obstacles and systemic and
structural barriers, such as
poverty, racism, gender
discrimination, and other
forms of oppression, that
have resulted in health
inequities. Everyone should
have a fair and just
opportunity to achieve good
health and well-being.

Build and maintain a
strong organizational
infrastructure for
public health

Improve and innovate
through evaluation,
research, and quality
improvement

Build a diverse and
skilled workforce

Enable
equitable
access

Utilize legal plement

Assess and
monitor
population
health Investigate,
diagnose, and
address health
hazards and root
causes

Communicate
effectively to inform
and educate

Strengthen, support, and
mobilize communities
and partnerships

Create,
ampion, and

and regulatory policies, plans,

actions

and laws
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Leadership Example: |
Systems Change B

Research,
Pilot,
Evaluation

Data and

Surveillance

MH Literacy
& Awareness

Firearms &
Lethal Means Partnerships
Efforts




A Comprehensive Program

Development, Dissemination,
Training and Evaluation of
Evidence-Based Practice

Public, Private, Non-
Profit Partnerships

Mental Health Literacy
& Stigma Reduction

Call Center Efforts
Crisis, Peer Support
Resource, Referral

Screening Protocols for
all environments

Media Outreach and
Engagement

Gate-Keeper Training &
Engagement

Testing &
Implementation of
Interventions Across
Sectors

Coalition Development
Technical Assistance on
Local Work Plans

Best Practices —
Medical Community

Lethal Means — In and
Out of Medical Settings

Developing
Communities of
Practice for sharing
best practices

Health Equity as a Foundational Element to ALL Practices

PostVention
Programming

Data and
Surveillance

Peer Support
Standards Protocols

Policies & Oversight



Leadership
Example:

Psycharmor

Strategic Alignment
& Change

1. Informed by VA’s National Strategy for Preventing
Veteran Suicide 2018-2028

2. Organizational restructure to a Public Health Education
Framework

3. Suicide Prevention, Intervention, Postvention Education

4. Strategic alignment with comprehensive program
models

5. Military Culture & Advancing Health Equity

6. Internal systems process: Communication strategies
before training

7. Systems approach to audience
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Social Work & Bundled Set of Practice Models Interdisciplinary Teams Evaluate Continuously
Public Health The Core of the Professions

Powerful Partners

Considerations for the field of Social Work
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Social Work Public Health

Science Based Science Based
Assessment Assessment

Systems Theory Coalition Building
Strengths Based Perspectives Community Based
Community Based Social Determinants
Social Determinants Whole Health

Clients Needs/Dignity Social Problems

Policy Policy

Human relationships Culturally Relevant
Culturally Relevant Focused on a population
Universal Efforts Communication — Awareness
Communication Campaigns Evaluation

Partnerships Matter Research

Person in Environment Pilot Testing
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